
MINUTES - REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

September 9, 2015      6:30 P.M.    Educational Services Center 

 

The Board of Education of the Bloomington Public Schools, 

School District 87, McLean County, Illinois, met in Regular 

Session. 

 

The following Members were present: Mr. James Almeda, Mrs. 

Tammy Houtzel, Ms. Judith Webster, Mr. Mark Wylie, Mrs. Mary 

Yount and Mr. John Dirks, Board President.  

 

Present from the administrative staff were Dr. Barry 

Reilly, Dr. Herschel Hannah, Mrs. Cindy Helmers and Mr. David 

Wood. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Wylie, seconded by Ms. Webster, that 

the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education 

held on August 26, 2015, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, 

Almeda, Dirks, Webster, Wylie and Yount voted “Aye.” Houtzel 

abstained due to absence on August 26, 2015. Motion carried.  

 

BJHS Assistant Principal Lynn Shook introduced Cindy 

Johnson, Earth Science teacher. Mrs. Johnson introduced two 

students, Nathan Almeda and Tori Elkin, who presented 

information on Bayer Crop Science’s “Making Science Make Sense” 

and three experiments they conducted on August 31st.  The 

experiments were “Cornstarch Quicksand”, “Dry Ice Bubbles” and 

“Alka Rockets.” 

 

Mike Johnson from Bayer Crop Science was in attendance and 

presented information on the program. This is one of over 300 

socially responsible programs Bayer administers, and 2015 is the 

50-year anniversary of the program. The program is made 

available to schools every other year in conjunction with the 

Farm Progress Show.  

 

Mr. Almeda attended the Oakland Back to School event. On 

September 12
th
, from 1:00-6:00 pm, Rosati’s in Bloomington is 

hosting a fundraiser to raise money for kids who sometimes may 

not have access to meals or money for lunches. Rosati’s always 

gives 10% of proceeds to schools if you give your school name. 

Mr. Almeda sent an email to city councilmen to let them know 

that the District is aware of the proposed 1 cent sales tax, and 

it is the District’s hope that education will be included.  

 



Mr. Dirks attended a Facilities Committee meeting and 

Parental Engagement Committee meeting. A technology workshop for 

parents will be held at BJHS on September 30
th
 at 6:00 pm. More 

information will be forthcoming. Mr. Dirks attended the same 

events as other Board members. He reported that a group 

including Michael Harrison, John Szabo, Dr. Robert Nielsen, Dr. 

Reilly, Mr. Wood and Mr. Dirks met two weeks ago to brainstorm 

ways to use the District 87 Foundation. The Foundation is 

currently used for scholarships and donations for summer school.  

 

Mrs. Houtzel attended the Sheridan Parade. 

 

Ms. Webster attended the Parental Engagement Committee 

meeting. She stated that ISU’s College of Ed will be hosting 

“Teaching in the 21
st
 Century” at ISU Bone Center on Friday, 

September 18
th
. Registration is free. She will forward 

information to Dr. Reilly. 

 

Mr. Wylie attended the Regional Planning Commission 

meeting, the Sheridan Parade and BHS football game/marching band 

performance. 

 

Mrs. Yount attended the Facilities Committee meeting, 

Sheridan Parade, Labor Day Parade, and two BHS football 

games/marching band performances. 

 

Dr. Reilly and Dr. Colin Manahan and presented a facilities 

update as they pertain to Board goals. 

 

This past year, the following projects were completed. 

 

 10 BJHS Classroom Renovations - Painting and new 

carpet. Ten will be done next summer.  

 4 Irving Classroom Renovations – Painting, ceilings 

and lighting replaced. Four will be done next summer. 

 Oakland – Maintenance staff removed asbestos flooring. 

Flooring was replaced in eight classrooms. 

 4 Sheridan Classroom Renovations – Painting, ceilings 

and lighting replaced. Four will be done next year. 

 4 Stevenson Classroom Renovations – Painting, ceilings 

and lighting replaced.  

 BHS Roof Replacement – Main Building – 50% of south 

side completed. Remaining 50% will be done Summer 

2016.  



 BHS North Gym Floor was replaced (prior floor was 50 

years old). The sound system will be replaced this 

fall/winter.  

 Softball field reconstruction was completed. Drainage 

issues will be done Summer 2016. 

 Stevenson HVAC Controls were done in Spring 2015. This 

was a grant based project from the State of Illinois 

(they paid $134,899 of $356,920). This will produce an 

annual energy savings of approximately $42,000. 

 BJHS Landscaping – trees were added along the bus lane 

and front of building. Over the course of the next 

several years, this will be filled in with perennials. 

 

Approximately $2.8M was spent collectively.  

 

Dr. Manahan reported that 45 custodial/maintenance staff 

work very hard over the summer to get the buildings ready for 

the start of school each year. The district has had a 

comprehensive facility plan in place since 2004 which included 

air conditioning for all schools and buildings. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Almeda, seconded by Mrs. Yount, that 

the Board approve the Consent Agenda (Human Resources Report, 

Bills, FOIA Report, Payroll). Upon a roll call vote, all Members 

present voted “Aye”. Motion carried. (See with Original Minutes, 

9-9-15/1) 

 

Dr. Reilly reminded the Board of the following: 

 

BHS Homecoming activities:  

 Academic Achievement Awards – September 14
 
– 6:00 pm 

 Hall of Fame Induction – September 17 – 6:00 pm  

Cafeteria 

 Homecoming Football game – September 18 – 7:30pm 

 Homecoming Dance – September 19 - 8-11 pm - BHS 

 NAACP Banquet at Doubletree – September 19 - 6:00 pm 

 

It was moved by Mr. Wylie, seconded by Mr. Almeda, that the 

Board approve the Tax Abatement Resolution for Haney Plumbing. 

Mr. Dirks thanked the Pantagraph for the recent article 

concerning the tax abatement proposals. He stated that this 

proposal is unusual in that the property renovations were mostly 

complete before the proposal was brought to the Board. He 

acknowledged that this was not the property owner’s fault but 

was due to a change in personnel in the Economic Development 

Office. He stated that this is an investment in the future, and 



the district will get more in the first year than what is 

currently received from this property. The Board appreciates a 

short-term abatement (5 years). Upon a roll call vote, Almeda, 

Dirks, Houtzel, Wylie and Yount voted “Aye”. Webster abstained. 

Motion carried. (See with Original Minutes, 9-9-15/2) 

 

It was moved by Mrs. Yount, seconded by Mr. Almeda, that 

the Board approve the Tax Abatement Resolution for Mid-City 

Properties. Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted 

“Aye”. Motion carried. (See with Original Minutes, 9-9-15/3) 

 

It was moved by Ms. Webster, seconded by Mrs. Houtzel, that 

the Board approve the Tax Abatement Resolution for The Foundry 

Green Top Grocery. Upon a roll call vote, Almeda, Dirks, 

Houtzel, Webster and Yount voted “Aye”; Wylie abstained. Motion 

carried. (See with Original Minutes, 9-9-15/4) 

 

It was moved by Mr. Wylie, seconded by Mr. Almeda, that the 

Board approve the Food Service Agreement with St. Mary’s School. 

Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted “Aye”. Motion 

carried. (See with Original Minutes, 9-9-15/5) 

 

David Hales, Bloomington City manager, expressed his 

personal apology on the Haney Plumbing abatement. There was 

turnover in their office causing this to fall through the 

cracks. He will do everything he can to ensure this doesn’t 

happen again, and he thanked the Board for their support.  

 

The City is seeing some renewed interest by owners and 

developers in the downtown Bloomington area. At the appropriate 

time, he will meet with Dr. Reilly and Mr. Wood. It will always 

be more costly to develop some of the older buildings, so 

property owners/developers often look for financial incentives. 

The City is hopeful that over the next year or two, they will be 

before the Board presenting other projects that will benefit 

everyone. There is renewed momentum in reinvesting in aging and 

deteriorating properties. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Wylie, seconded by Ms. Webster, to 

adjourn this meeting of the Board of Education. Upon a roll call 

vote, all Members present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. The 

meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.  

 

APPPROVED:      ATTEST: 

 

___________________________  ___________________________ 

President      Secretary 


