
MINUTES - REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

September 23, 2015      6:30 P.M.    Educational Services Center 

 

The Board of Education of the Bloomington Public Schools, 

School District 87, McLean County, Illinois, met in Regular 

Session. 

 

The following Members were present: Mr. James Almeda, Mrs. 

Tammy Houtzel, Mrs. Jennifer Sedbrook, Ms. Judith Webster, Mr. 

Mark Wylie, Mrs. Mary Yount and Mr. John Dirks, Board President.  

 

Present from the administrative staff were Dr. Barry 

Reilly, Dr. Herschel Hannah, Mrs. Cindy Helmers and Mr. David 

Wood. 

 

In accordance with Section 17-1 of the School Code, the 

Board of Education held a public hearing on 2015-16 budget for 

the Bloomington Public Schools, District #87. 

 

The District prepared a budget in tentative form for the 

fiscal year ending June 30, 2016 which this Board reviewed at 

its August 12, 2015 meeting. The tentative budget has been on 

file for public inspection at the Educational Services Center 

for District #87 for over thirty days and public notice of the 

availability of the budget was published in The Pantagraph on 

August 14, 2015.   

 

Mr. Wood indicated that the only change from the tentative 

budget was a small approximate $10,000 increase in Tort 

expenditures. He explained that both the structural deficit and 

the FY16 deficit ($1.4M) were created by the recent drop in all 

major revenues to the Education Fund (nearly $5M) to 

approximately their 2008 levels as well as the recent history of 

deficits in all operations funds. Mr. Wood indicated that 

Education Fund revenues were expected to be down again in FY16 

but only approximately $200,000 (0.4%) and outlined the major 

increases in the Education Fund due to salary increases and 

health insurance (approximately $900,000/1.8%). Finally, he 

discussed the chaos in the state budget process and finances and 

cautioned that cuts or slow cash payments would likely affect 

our historic ability to reduce the deficit through conservative 

budget assumptions. 

 

The hearing was concluded. 

 



It was moved by Ms. Webster, seconded by Mr. Almeda, that 

the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education 

held on September 9, 2015, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, 

Almeda, Dirks, Houtzel, Webster, Wylie and Yount voted “Aye.” 

Sedbrook abstained due to absence on September 9, 2015. Motion 

carried.  

 

BHS Principal Tim Moore introduced Michael Shanley, BHS’ 

new Assistant Principal. The Board and Administration welcomed 

and congratulated Mr. Shanley.  

 

Mr. Dirks reminded the Board that the Parent Engagement 

Committee’s Parent Workshop is September 30, 2015 at 6:00 pm at 

BJHS.  

 

Mr. Dirks attended BHS’ Academic Awards Program and Hall of 

Fame induction ceremony. Dr. Reilly and Mr. Dirks attended a 

meeting with the Mayor and City Council members to discuss the 

proposed sales tax which the City passed on September 21, 2015.  

 

Mr. Dirks is part of an ad hoc group reviewing District 

87’s Foundation and how it might be converted into a fundraising 

vehicle for the district. Illinois Wesleyan University’s 

President Dick Wilson met with the group.  

 

Mrs. Houtzel attended BHS Open House and the Homecoming 

Assembly. 

 

Mrs. Sedbrook attended two soccer games and BHS Open House. 

She thanked local businesses for supporting fundraising events 

for our schools.  

 

Ms. Webster attended the Academic Awards Program at BHS.  

 

Mrs. Yount attended a Beyond the Books Foundation meeting 

and a Beyond the Books publicity subcommittee meeting. She 

attended BHS Open House, Washington Band Festival (BHS came in 

2
nd
 by .25 point), BHS Academic Achievement Program and Hall of 

Fame induction ceremony. 

 

Mrs. Helmers presented a report on 2015 Summer School. 

Transportation for next year could be an issue in that the 

district may be limited on the 2016 grant. There were 

approximately 50 BHS students who completed online credit 

recovery courses.  

 



It was moved by Mrs. Yount, seconded by Mrs. Houtzel, that 

the Board approve the Consent Agenda (Human Resources Report, 

Bills, FOIA Report, Treasurer’s Report). Upon a roll call vote, 

all Members present voted “Aye”. Motion carried. (See with 

Original Minutes, 9-23-15/1) 

 

Dr. Reilly attended many of the same events as the Board. 

He presented several salary reports which will be posted to the 

district website.  

 

Dr. Reilly expressed his disappointment in the outcome of 

the city’s passing of the increased sales tax without a share 

for education. This could make any future tax increase by the 

school district far more difficult. After meetings with the 

mayor, Council Members, Chamber of Commerce and Unit 5’s 

Superintendent, communication was very open and they recognized 

the important role of education in the success of the community.   

 

The October 14, 2015 Board meeting will be at BHS in the 

Senior Cafeteria. Tours will be available at 6:00 pm for those 

who are interested.  

 

It was moved by Mrs. Sedbrook, seconded by Mr. Wylie, that 

the Board approve the 2015-16 Budget. Upon a roll call vote, all 

Members present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. (See with Original 

Minutes, 9-23-15/2) 

 

It was moved by Mr. Almeda, seconded by Ms. Webster, that 

the Board approve the Applications for Recognition of Schools. 

Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted “Aye”. Motion 

carried. (See with Original Minutes, 9-23-15/3) 

 

It was moved by Mr. Almeda, seconded by Ms. Webster, that 

the Board approve the Board Appointments. Upon a roll call vote, 

Almeda, Dirks, Houtzel, Sedbrook, Webster and Yount voted “Aye” 

Wylie abstained. Motion carried. (See with Original Minutes, 9-

23-15/4)  

 

Rich Baldwin, 1414 Clinton Blvd., addressed the Board 

regarding the city’s increased sales tax. He asked that the 

Board express their disappointment and concern with the City 

Council and Mayor. He stated that two years ago, the City voted 

to endorse the referendum for the countywide sales tax that 

school districts pushed for; however, they weren’t involved in 

the campaign. The proposal was defeated, yet now it seems that 

the cities of Bloomington and Normal have come in and closed the 

window of opportunity for school districts in the future.  



 Mr. Dirks thanked Mr. Baldwin and stated that Board members 

have expressed their concerns to the City Council.  

 

It was moved by Mr. Wylie, seconded by Ms. Webster, to 

adjourn this meeting of the Board of Education. Upon a roll call 

vote, all Members present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. The 

meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.  

 

APPPROVED:      ATTEST: 

 

___________________________  ___________________________ 

President      Secretary 


