
MINUTES - REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

January 14, 2015        6:30 P.M.   Educational Services Center 

 

The Board of Education of the Bloomington Public Schools, 

School District 87, McLean County, Illinois, met in Regular 

Session. 

 

The following Members were present: Mr. James Almeda, Mr. 

John Dirks, Mrs. Jennifer Sedbrook, Ms. Judith Webster, Mrs. 

Mary Yount, and Mr. Michael Harrison, Board President.  

 

Present from the administrative staff were Dr. Barry 

Reilly, Dr. Herschel Hannah, Mrs. Cindy Helmers and Mr. David 

Wood. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Almeda, seconded by Mrs. Yount, that 

the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education 

held on December 10, 2014, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, 

Almeda, Yount and Harrison voted “Aye”; Sedbrook, Webster and 

Dirks abstained due to absence at the December 10, 2014 meeting. 

Motion carried.  

 

It was moved by Mrs. Yount, seconded by Mr. Almeda, that 

the Minutes of the Closed Meeting of the Board of Education held 

on December 10, 2014, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, 

Almeda, Yount and Harrison voted “Aye”; Sedbrook, Webster and 

Dirks abstained due to absence at the December 10, 2014 meeting. 

Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Almeda attended the Bloomington-Normal parents meeting. 

There was discussion regarding marijuana use among teenagers.  

 

Mr. Dirks distributed materials from sessions he attended 

at the Triple I convention in November.  

 

Mrs. Yount attended a Beyond the Books meeting. Grant 

applications are due March 2, 2015; grants will be distributed 

in May. Mrs. Yount attended ESC’s holiday luncheon in December 

and an 8
th
 grade volleyball game. 

 

 Dr. Reilly presented information on the Vision 20/20 

initiative which is sponsored by the Illinois Association of 

School Administrators, Superintendents’ Communication for the 

Study of Demographics and Diversity, Illinois Association of 

School Business Officials, Illinois Association of Regional 

Superintendents of Schools, Illinois Principals Association and 



the Illinois Association of School Boards. 

 

At least two representatives were chosen from each of the 21 

IASA Regions to serve on the Vision 20/20 committees. 661 school 

districts completed the survey which included: 

 

 overall direction of education,  

 governance,  

 assessment and accountability,  

 leadership,  

 finance,  

 digital learning; and  

 priorities for the future. 

 

 The top five priorities are: 

 

 funding of public education in Illinois, 

 high quality teachers, 

 high quality administrators, 

 flexibility of local school districts to meet needs of 
students; and 

 high standards and expectations for students. 
 

 The four pillars and their expections are: 

 

 Highly Effective Educators 

 Create education licensure reciprocity agreements 

 Expand alternative teaching licensure programs 

 Provide teacher student loan forgiveness 

 Establish partnerships with higher education 

 Fully fund mentoring for new educators 

 Expand educator collaboration opportunities 

 Enhance ROE/ISC’s ability to function as regional 
centers for professional learning and innovation 

 21st Century Learning 

 Align social and emotional standards 

 Support student creativity and innovation 

 Promote individualized learning 

 Engage parents, family and community 

 Develop a balanced state assessment system 

 Offer incentives for expanding preschool and full 
day Kindergarten education 

 Promote partnerships with post-secondary 
institutions 



 Encourage career exploration 

 Provide high speed internet connectivity to every 
school and community 

 Incorporate technology in State Learning 
Standards 

 Shared Accountability 

 Allow current educators representation on the 
Illinois State Board of Education 

 Adopt a differentiated accountability model 

 Distinguish between essential and discretionary 
regulations 

 Allow districts to opt out of mandates and 
regulations 

 Equitable and Adequate Funding 

 Adopt an evidence-based funding model 

 Enhance state spending 

 Restructure state revenues to match the 21st 
Century economy 

 Create a 2-year funding cycle with year ahead 
budgeting 

 

 Dr. Reilly will present a resolution to the Board on 

January 28
th
 asking for approval to join Vision 20/20. 

 

 It was moved by Mr. Dirks, seconded by Mrs. Sedbrook, that 

the Consent Agenda (Human Resources Report, Bills, FOIA Report, 

Treasurer’s Report, Financial Summary, Audit Engagement Letters) 

be approved.  Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted 

“Aye”. Motion carried. (See with Original Minutes, Attachment 1-

14-15/1)  

 

Dr. Reilly stated that second semester is well underway. He 

explained factors used in the decision to close school on 

weather related days; kids’ safety is of utmost importance. 

School resource officers and bus drivers watch for students who 

walk and may not be properly dressed or who want a ride. On the 

day we were in session when other districts weren’t, bus drivers 

picked up 30-40 kids not on scheduled routes, and the school 

resource officers picked up an additional ten. Should parents 

choose to keep students home on those days, they will be 

excused.   

 

Mrs. Sedbrook appreciated using the school resource 

officers to help get students to school. She reminded community 

members and businesses to shovel sidewalks where students must 

walk to get to school. On streets where there are sidewalks on 



one side of the street, if they aren’t shoveled, students have 

to walk in the middle of the street.  

 

Ms. Webster asked if we can develop more on-line 

programming so when we have snow days, teachers have something 

on the website for students to do, so we are not falling behind 

academically. Mr. Dirks stated this may be possible with 1:1. 

 

Dr. Reilly was at Oakland on January 14
th
 to reopen the 

Oakland School Store with Mr. David LaFrance, Oakland Principal. 

Profits go to the school as well as to Team Cael.  

 

The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. program is Saturday, 

January 17
th
, at 1:00 at ISU’s Bone Student Center. There is no 

School Monday in observance of MLK Day. 

 

It was moved by Ms. Webster, seconded by Mrs. Sedbrook that 

the Board go into closed session for the following purposes and 

to adjourn this meeting of the Board of Education: 

 

 collective negotiating matters between the public body 

and its employees or their representatives, or 

deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or 

more classes of employees;  

 the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, 

performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the 

public body or legal counsel for the public body, 

including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged 

against an employee of the public body or against 

legal counsel for the public body to determine its 

validity; and 

 review closed meeting minutes. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted “Aye.” 

Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.  

 

APPPROVED:      ATTEST: 

 

___________________________  ___________________________ 

President      Secretary 


