
MINUTES - REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

January 13, 2016        6:30 P.M.       Bloomington High School 

 

The Board of Education of the Bloomington Public Schools, 

School District 87, McLean County, Illinois, met in Regular 

Session. 

 

The following Members were present: Mr. James Almeda, Mrs. 

Tammy Houtzel, Mr. Mark Wylie, Mrs. Mary Yount and Mrs. Jennifer 

Sedbrook, Board President.  

 

Present from the administrative staff were Dr. Barry 

Reilly, Dr. Herschel Hannah, Mrs. Cindy Helmers and Mr. David 

Wood. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Almeda, seconded by Mr. Wylie, that 

Mrs. Yount be elected Vice President of the Board. Upon a roll 

call vote, all Members present voted “Aye.”  

 

The timeline for naming Mr. Dirks’ and Ms. Webster’s 

replacement is as follows: 

 

 Letters of interest are being accepted until January 

19 and 20, 2016 respectively.  

 A special Board meeting will be held January 25, 2016, 

to interview candidates. 

 The new Board members will be seated at the February 

10, 2016 Board meeting. 

 

Mrs. Sedbrook thanked Ms. Webster for her six years of 

service to District 87. 

 

In accordance with the Bond Issue Notification Act of the 

State of Illinois, as amended, a public hearing was held to 

receive public comments on its proposal to sell $10,000,000 

Working Cash Fund Bonds for the purpose of increasing the 

working cash fund of the District. 

 

At the December 9, 2015 meeting, the Board approved a 

resolution declaring its intent to issue Working Cash Fund Bonds 

and directing notice of such intent be published in the manner 

provided by law. Notice of this Public Hearing regarding the 

District’s intent to issue Working Cash Fund Bonds was published 

in The Pantagraph on January 2, 2016. 

 



Mr. Wood stated that the District has had a small 

structural deficit in a number of operating funds for a number 

of years. This is the result of significant revenue reductions 

in several major sources, including a 4.5% drop in EAV and a 30% 

reduction in GSA from state underfunding and the District 

boundary map issue. In response, the District reduced 

expenditures, including salary freezes, staff reductions, and 

cuts to most functions. 

 

In addition to the structural deficit, the District is 

dealing with three very large financial uncertainties which 

could substantially affect its operations for a long period of 

time including: 

 

 a dysfunctional, even non-existent, state budget process 

where the level of funding and cash flow of state payments 

are unclear; 

 proposed legislation to restructure the GSA formula and 

provide much less to the District; and 

 the potential for legislation to freeze local property 

taxes which fund 60% of Education Fund revenues and 100% of 

some other funds and to shift pension obligations at an 

annual cost of $2.5 M to the District. 

 

The Board believes that given these uncertainties, it is 

prudent and responsible to borrow working cash to have a 

sufficient cushion of flexible funds to bridge to a more stable 

situation. Working cash can be transferred to any fund the Board 

determines. If it turns out that borrowed funds are not 

necessary for operations, the District has a long list of basic 

infrastructure and capital needs it can fund. Borrowing will 

increase debt service and the tax rate; however, the District 

structured them with a refunding to stabilize the tax rate and 

keep it as low as possible. 

 

There were no comments from the public or Board; the 

hearing was concluded. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Wylie, seconded by Mrs. Houtzel that 

the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education 

held on December 9, 2015, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, 

Almeda, Houtzel, Sedbrook and Wylie voted “Aye”; Yount voted 

“Nay” due to absence on December 9, 2015. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Almeda attended the 6
th
-8

th
 grade strings concert.  

 



Mrs. Houtzel attended the Parent Engagement Committee 

meeting. The technology workshop held in the fall was reviewed, 

and future workshops were discussed. The committee also reviewed 

the proposed 2016-17 school calendar. 

 

Mrs. Sedbrook attended the Parent Engagement Committee 

meeting. Mrs. Sedbrook asked the Board to inform her of the two 

committees they would like to serve on in the future once new 

Board members are seated. Mrs. Sedbrook attended the ESC holiday 

lunch. 

 

Mr. Wylie attended the ESC holiday lunch and an 

informational meeting regarding PARCC testing. 

 

Mrs. Yount attended a Beyond the Books meeting to review 

the year. She attended an informational meeting regarding PARCC 

testing as well as the ESC holiday lunch. She attended the BHS 

holiday concert (chorus, orchestra and band).  

 

Mr. Tim Moore and Ms. Amanda Jarvis presented information 

regarding BHS’ ACT/SAT this spring. For several years, all high 

school juniors took the ACT test; now they will take the SAT. 

 

Dr. Hannah presented the proposed 2016-17 school calendar. 

This will be presented again at the January 27
th
 meeting. 

 

It was moved by Mrs. Houtzel, seconded by Mrs. Yount, that 

the Board approve the Consent Agenda (Human Resources Report, 

Bills, FOIA Report, Financial Summary, Treasurer’s Report, Audit 

Engagement Letters, ISU Graduate Practicum Placement Agreement). 

Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted “Aye”. Motion 

carried. (See with Original Minutes, 1-13-16/1) 

 

Dr. Reilly reminded the Board of the following: 

  

1. There is a special board meeting on January 25, 2016 to 
interview applicants for two vacancies on the Board. 

2. The 40
th
 Annual Awards Luncheon Honoring the Legacy of 

Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. will be held at 1:00 

pm on Saturday, January 16, 2016.  

3. BHS’ Advanced Art Studio reception will be held at 5:00 
pm on Saturday, January 16, 2016, at the Jan Brandt Art 

Studio Gallery. The display will run through February 7
th
.  

4. School will not be in session on Monday, January 18, 

2016, due to the observance of Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr.’s birthday.  



5. There is a school improvement day for staff on Tuesday, 
January 19, 2016 (no student attendance). 

 

Dr. Reilly thanked Ms. Webster for her time on the Board. 

There were many significant accomplishments during her tenure 

for which she should be proud. 

 

Samuel Galewsky & Sandra Lindberg, 1503 S. Roosevelt 

Avenue, Bloomington, addressed the Board regarding their Uniform 

Grievance Procedure Appeal against the Bloomington High School 

Administration’s decision to not exempt their son from final 

semester exams.   

 

Linda Foster, 1505 S. Oak Street, Bloomington, informed the 

Board that the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Awards Luncheon will 

be held at Illinois State University’s Bone Student Center in 

the Brown Ballroom.  

 

Rich Baldwin, 1414 N. Clinton Blvd., Bloomington asked for 

clarification for due dates of applications for both Board 

vacancies. Letters of interest/resumes for Mr. Dirks’ vacancy 

are due January 19, 2016. Letters of interest/resumes for Ms. 

Webster’s vacancy are due January 20, 2016. 

 

As President of the Bloomington Education Association, Mr. 

Baldwin stated it has been the desire of the teachers to have 

the first day back from Winter Break as an institute day or a 

school improvement day for two reasons:  

 

1. This would align with Unit 5’s calendar. 
2. When final exams were moved to be taken before Winter 

Break, it was so student work could be completed before 

break; this does just the opposite for teachers. Having 

an institute or SIP day would prove extremely helpful for 

teachers at the beginning of the 2
nd
 semester.  

 

It was moved by Mr. Almeda, seconded by Mr. Wylie, to move 

into Closed Session for the purpose of: 

 

 The appointment, employment, compensation, 

discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific 

employees of the public body or legal counsel for 

the public body, including hearing testimony on a 

complaint lodged against an employee of the public 

body or against legal counsel for the public body to 

determine its validity; and 



 The placement of individual students in special 

education programs and other matters relating to 

individual students.  

 

Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted “Aye.” 

Motion carried. 

 

The Board returned to Open Session at 8:10 a.m. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Almeda, seconded by Mr. Wylie, that the 

Board approve Dr. Reilly’s recommendation to affirm the Uniform 

Grievance Procedure Appeal. Upon a roll call vote, all Members 

present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. 

 

It was moved by Mrs. Yount, seconded by Mr. Almeda, to 

adjourn this meeting of the Board of Education. Upon a roll call 

vote, all Members present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. The 

meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.  

 

APPPROVED:      ATTEST: 

 

___________________________  ___________________________ 

President      Secretary 


