
MINUTES - REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

December 10, 2014        6:30 P.M.   Educational Services Center 

 

The Board of Education of the Bloomington Public Schools, 

School District 87, McLean County, Illinois, met in Regular 

Session. 

 

The following Members were present: Mr. James Almeda, Mr. 

Joe Butcher, Mrs. Mary Yount, and Mr. Michael Harrison, Board 

President.  

 

Present from the administrative staff were Dr. Barry 

Reilly, Dr. Herschel Hannah, Mrs. Cindy Helmers and Mr. David 

Wood. 

 

Mr. Harrison stated, “In accordance with the Truth in 

Taxation Law (35 ILCS 200/18-60), the Board of Education will 

now hold a public hearing on the 2014 Tax Levy for the 

Bloomington Public Schools, District #87. 

 

The District prepared a 2014 Levy Report which the Board 

reviewed at its October 22, 2014 meeting. The Board also 

approved a resolution estimating the amount necessary from the 

property tax for the next fiscal year and approved publication 

of Notice of a Public Hearing on the 2014 Levy in The Pantagraph 

on November 28, 2014. 

 

The proposed 2014 Levy, including debt service, is $41.4M, 

an increase of $311,875 or 0.76% from the 2013 levy and an 

increase of $1.3M or 3.6% from the 2013 extension. 

 

David Wood, Chief Financial & Legal Officer for District 

#87, will summarize the 2014 levy and the Board and members of 

the public will then have an opportunity to discuss the budget.” 

 

Mr. Wood explained that the 2014 Levy funds the FY16 budget 

and that, looking forward, the most challenging issue was the 

structural deficit of nearly $2M in the Education Fund caused by 

revenue dropping nearly $6M over the last few years. 

 

Specifically, EAV has dropped $38.6M/4.5% resulting in the 

loss of $1.4M/4.9% in property tax revenues; GSA has dropped 

$2.2M/28.5%; and other revenue has dropped 1.4M/8.6%. 

 

In response, the District has drawn the Education Fund 

balance down nearly $5M/36% to fund operations; instituted a 



deficit reduction plan that cut expenditures by over $2M; and 

froze salaries for all employees except teachers for at least 

one year. The District has already begun work on the next 

deficit reduction plan to further cut expenditures. 

 

Mr. Wood explained that for this levy EAV was likely to 

stabilize and perhaps even increase as much as 2%, based on 

information from the Township Assessor. The actual extension and 

tax rate will not be known until EAV is finalized by the County 

in the spring. 

 

The Levy itself totals $41.4M ($37.45M for operations and 

$3.9M for Bond and Interest). This is up approximately 

$312,000/0.76% from last year. 

 

There was no discussion from the public or Board; the levy 

hearing was concluded. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Butcher, seconded by Mrs. Yount, that 

the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education 

held on November 12, 2014, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, 

all Members present voted “Aye”. Motion carried.  

It was moved by Mrs. Yount, seconded by Mr. Almeda, that 

the Minutes of the Closed Meeting of the Board of Education held 

on November 12, 2014, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, all 

Members present voted “Aye”. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Almeda attended the Boys & Girls Club breakfast.  

 

Mr. Butcher attended the IASB conference in Chicago.  

 

Mr. Harrison attended the Boys & Girls Club breakfast and a 

meeting of community leaders for the “Not in Our Town” 

initiative.  

 

Mr. Harrison asked Dr. Reilly to explain the Advance 

Illinois presentation which was held at State Farm. They 

acknowledged that Illinois ranks as one of the worst states in 

the country financially and that the decline for programs in 

early childhood have resulted in some negative consequences as 

children begin moving through the public education system. Dr. 

Reilly felt this presentation was geared towards the problems 

associated with public education rather than forming solutions. 

 

Mrs. Yount attended a Beyond the Books Foundation meeting. 

They are working at education the community about Beyond the 



Books. Two community breakfasts are being planned for the 

spring, one in District 87 and one in Unit 5.  

 

Mrs. Yount attended the Boys & Girls Club breakfast. A 

student from Sheridan spoke regarding her involvement with the 

club. Mrs. Yount has been working with the backpack food program 

at Raymond, attended BHS’ holiday concert, and 8
th
 grade 

orientation at BHS.  

 

Mrs. Helmers presented the student achievement report.   

 

 It was moved by Mr. Almeda, seconded by Mr. Butcher, that 

the Consent Agenda (Human Resources Report, Bills, FOIA Report, 

Payroll, Treasurer’s Report, Financial Summary, Actuarial 

Engagement Medical Trust, Property Casualty Insurance Renewal, 

Food Service Agreement with Boys & Girls Club, Illinois State 

University’s Graduate Practicum Placement Agreement) be 

approved.  Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted 

“Aye”. Motion carried. (See with Original Minutes, Attachment 

12-10-14/1)  

 

Dr. Reilly attended the BHS holiday concert. He heard many 

positive comments about the talent of our students and how 

prepared they were for the concert; he complimented the 

orchestra, band and choral teachers. He attended the Vision 

20/20 meeting regarding public education. This initiative is 

backed, in part, by the Illinois Association of School 

Administrators, Illinois Association of School Business 

officials, and the Illinois Association of School Boards. This 

movement is centered about doing what’s right for kids in public 

education.  

 

He reminded the Board of upcoming events: 

 

December 11
th
 - Sheridan Holiday program 7:00pm 

December 12
th
 - Raymond Holiday programs 10:30am and 2:30pm 

December 18
th
 – Stevenson Tea 6:30pm 

December 18
th
 – Washington All-School Sing 10:00am 

               Bent Sing-A-Long 2:15pm 

December 19
th
 – End of 1

st
 Semester 

December 22 – January 3 – Winter Break 

 

It was moved by Mrs. Yount, seconded by Mr. Butcher, that 

the Resolution for Board Levy be approved. Upon a roll call 

vote, all Members present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. (See with 

Original Minutes, Attachment 12-10-14/2) 

 



It was moved by Mr. Almeda, seconded by Mrs. Yount, that 

the Economic Development Council’s Resolution for Zone Tax 

Abatement be approved. Upon a roll call vote, all Members 

present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. (See with Original Minutes, 

Attachment 12-10-14/3) 

 

It was moved by Mr. Butcher, seconded by Mr. Almeda that 

the Board go into closed session for the following purposes and 

to adjourn this meeting of the Board of Education: 

 

 collective negotiating matters between the public body 

and its employees or their representatives, or 

deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or 

more classes of employees. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted “Aye.” 

Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.  

 

APPPROVED:      ATTEST: 

 

___________________________  ___________________________ 

President      Secretary 


