
MINUTES - REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

August 27, 2014          6:30 P.M.   Educational Services Center 

 

The Board of Education of the Bloomington Public Schools, 

School District 87, McLean County, Illinois, met in Regular 

Session. 

 

Ms. Wilma Gleason, Board Secretary, established a quorum 

and the following Members were present: Mr. James Almeda, Mr. 

Joe Butcher, Mr. John Dirks, Mrs. Jennifer Sedbrook, Ms. Judith 

Webster, Mrs. Mary Yount, and Mr. Michael Harrison, Board 

President.  

 

Present from the administrative staff were Dr. Barry 

Reilly, Dr. Herschel Hannah, and Mrs. Cindy Helmers. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Dirks, seconded by Mr. Butcher, that 

the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education 

held on August 13, 2014, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, 

Almeda, Butcher, Dirks, Harrison, Sedbrook and Yount voted 

“Aye”; Webster abstained. Motion carried.  

 

It was moved by Mrs. Yount, seconded by Mrs. Sedbrook, that 

the Minutes of the Closed Meeting of the Board of Education held 

on August 13, 2014, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, Almeda, 

Butcher, Dirks, Harrison, Sedbrook, and Yount voted “Aye”; 

Webster abstained. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Almeda attended the new teacher luncheon, back to 

school breakfast, and Irving’s back to school event. 

 

Mr. Butcher attended the new teacher luncheon and the back 

to school breakfast. 

 

Mr. Dirks attended the new teacher luncheon and the back to 

school breakfast. 

 

Mr. Harrison attended the new teacher luncheon, back to 

school breakfast, and the 100 Black Men Gala. The 100 Black Men 

recently met in the Bloomington High School Senior Cafeteria, 

and they were very impressed with BHS. 

 

Mrs. Sedbrook attended the new teacher luncheon and back to 

school breakfast. 

 



Ms. Webster attended negotiations meetings this summer. She 

would like to see discussion on a later start time for 

Bloomington High School. 

 

Mrs. Yount attended the new teacher luncheon, back to 

school breakfast, Promise Council meeting, 100 Black Men Gala, 

and BJHS 8
th
 Grade Open House. 

 

Mrs. McCoy presented the District 87 Wellness and “green” 

update.  

 

 It was moved by Ms. Webster, seconded by Mr. Dirks, that 

the Consent Agenda (Human Resources Report, Bills, FOIA Report) 

be approved.  Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted 

“Aye”. Motion carried. (See with Original Minutes, Attachment 

08-27-14/1)  

 

Dr. Reilly thanked the custodial and maintenance staffs for 

the work completed over the summer, office staff and food staff 

for a good start to the school year. Dr. Reilly attended the 100 

Black Men Gala and the Boys & Girls Club “Got Talent” 

fundraising event. Grant Anderson, the Executive Director, has 

done a great job turning the Boys & Girls Club program around.  

 

The Sheridan Back to School Parade is August 29
th
. Lineup 

starts at 9:00 am, and the parade is at 9:30 am. 

 

Mr. John Pratt explained the PTAB Resolution which 

authorizes him to represent the Board on any PTAB hearings 

during the 2014-15 school year. Mr. Pratt stated the following: 

 

 The Board of Review is a 3-member Board who hears the 

cases and determines the value. Last year, the Board 

heard 190 cases involving property in District 87. 

These reviews resulted in a $2.5M reduction in 

assessed value. Mr. Pratt appears at the hearings when 

taxpayers are asking for a reduction in excess of 

$100,000 or more (15 last year).  

 If property owners are unhappy with Board of Review’s 

decision, they can appeal to the Appeal Board in 

Springfield (Mr. Pratt attends those that are $100,000 

or more). Last year, there were three cases over 

$100,000 which settled before the hearings.  

 One case over $100,000 is currently pending.  

 

It was moved by Mrs. Sedbrook, seconded by Mr. Butcher, 

that the PTAB Resolution be approved. Upon a roll call vote, all 



Members present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. (See with Original 

Minutes, Attachment 08-27-14/2) 

 

Mr. Rich Baldwin, 1414 Clinton Blvd., Bloomington, teacher, 

coach and President of the BEA, addressed the board regarding 

negotiations and the desire to reach a settlement.  

 

It was moved by Mr. Butcher, seconded by Mr. Almeda, that 

the Board go into closed session for the purposes of: 

 

 collective negotiating matters between the public body 

and its employees or their representatives, or 

deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or 

more classes of employees. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted “Aye.” 

Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.  

 

APPPROVED:      ATTEST: 

 

___________________________  ___________________________ 

President      Secretary 


