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AGENDA 

DIBELS Foundations 

Introduction to DIBELS Next 

Assessments 

Å First Sound Fluency (FSF) 

Å Letter Naming Fluency (LNF) 

Å Phoneme Segmentation 

Fluency (PSF) 

Å Nonsense Word Fluency 

(NWF) 

Å DIBELS Oral Reading Fluency 

(DORF) 

Å DIBELS
®

 Maze (Daze) 
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DIBELS® Next Administration Timeline 
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DIBELS
®

 is One Part of an Effective 
School-wide Literacy System 

Curriculum and 

Instruction 
Assessment 

Literacy Environment 

and Resources 

Student Success 

100% of Students 

will Read 

GOALS 
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Relevant Features of DIBELS® Next  

1. Standardized 

2. Replicable 

3. Efficient and economical 

4. Familiar/routine contexts 

5. Measure Basic Early 
Literacy Skills: Big Ideas of 
early literacy 

6. Technically adequate 

7. Sensitive to growth and 
change over time and to 
effects of intervention 

8. For the purpose of 
preventing reading failure 
and monitoring progress 
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1. DIBELS® Next are Standardized 

ÅDIBELS
®

 Next measures 

must be given and 

scored exactly the same 

way be each person 

every time 

ÅStandardization allows 

for comparison across 

students 

ÅMinimizes assessment 

error and provides a 

more accurate picture of 

the studentôs skills  
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2. DIBELS® are Replicable 

7 

20 alternate 

forms of each 

measure 

available for 

progress 

monitoring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. DIBELS® are Efficient and 
Economical 

ÅDIBELS
®

 Next 

measures are one 

minute activities 

 

 Download free 

http://dibels.org 
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http://dibels.org/


4. DIBELS® Activities are Familiar 
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DIBELS Next 

assessment activities 

are similar to 

instructional 

activities in the 

classroom. 

 



5. DIBELS®  Measure Basic Early 
Literacy Skills 
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DIBELS
®

 are 

indicators of 

the basic early 

literacy skills. 



Basic Early Literacy Skills 
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5 critical skills that children need in order to learn to readé 

ÅPhonemic awareness 

ÅAlphabetic principle 

ÅAccuracy and fluency with connected 

text 

ÅVocabulary 

ÅComprehension 

Are these the only reading-related skills? 



What Makes a Big Idea a Big Idea? 

12 

A Big Idea is: 

ÅPredictive of reading acquisition and later reading 
achievement. 

ÅSomething we can do something about, i.e., something we 

can teach. 

ÅSomething that improves outcomes for 
children if/when we teach it. 

 

Why Focus on Big Ideas? 

Intensive instruction means  teach less more thoroughly. 

 




