
Proof of Residency 

 

State law requires Illinois School District’s to provide education tuition free to residents and to 

charge non-residents tuition. Generally, the residence of a student is the residence of the person 

who has legal custody and control of the pupil for purposes other than the student’s access to the 

educational programs of the District. 

 

Typically, this is the natural parent or a person established by a Court order to have legal custody 

of the student but it can also be any adult who has temporary custody and responsibility for the 

student to (Use “Affidavit of Enrollment and Residency”). 

 

In cases of divorced or separated parents, it is the residence of the parent who has legal custody 

of the student. Please provide the school with any applicable Court order. If both divorced or 

separated parents retain legal custody, it is the residence of the parent who provides the student’s 

primary regular fixed night-time abode and is responsible for educational and emergency 

medical decisions. 

 

Parents/guardians can use a wide variety of documents to prove their residence. Separate rules 

apply where a student is determined to be homeless. 

 

While there are no specific documents or number of documents the District requires to prove 

residency, there are two categories of documents the District will consider: 

 Category One - Documents related to ownership or rental. 

 Category Two - Documents related to other types of purchases and legal relationships. 

 

Because Category Two documents are less persuasive, the District may require more of these 

types than it does for Category One documents. All documents must be signed by all parties and 

for current services. Documents are accepted at the sole discretion of the applicable school 

Principal and appeals of their decisions as well as investigations of residency are the 

responsibility of the Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources. 

 

Examples of documents include: 

Category One:      Category Two: 

Mortgage      Phone, Cable or Internet Bill 

Sale Agreement     Utilities (Gas, Water, Electricity 

Closing Documents     Automobile Registration 

Lease       Government Benefit Card 

Property Tax Bill     Home or Rental Insurance 

 

 

Enrolling or attempting to enroll a pupil on a tuition free basis when you know the pupil is a non-

resident of the District as well as willfully providing false information to the District regarding 

residency are both Class C misdemeanors and will be reported to law enforcement. 


